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2 SUBJECT cgotiation v8 . ; . . . ‘
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. . BATE 2086 y
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| | ' i
1 aco Germany, Bonn (16 April 1968) FIELO NO. EGN-36G84
i

SOURCE ‘A senior. functionary of the West German Social Democratic
'Party (SPD) who obtained tie .nformation from Senat
"official. Johannes Voelckers aud All-German Affairs
Ministry official Hermann hreutzer. -~ The - information is
-believed. to be an ‘accurate account of the statemcnts of
Voelckers and Kreutzer . e
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1. The chief of the West Berlin Senat Office for
All-German Affairs, Johannes Voelckers, told an SPD
functionary on 10 April ‘1968 that a final list of names
submitted from several sources has been given to the East
German prisoner relecase negotiator. The list for prisoner
ransom negotiations for 1968 comprised names of 461 '
prisoncrs (H-Faelle) and 78 so-called FH-Faelle. The
Fll-Faclle are cases of persons who will have scrved their
sentences during 1968 and will, therefore, becomec
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1 family rcunion cases (F- Faeile) after their release from ... ] ;
§ prison. A much lower price is paid for Yamily feunion - A |
. cascs--about 10,000 marks(D“) _or approximately U,S. $2, 500.

PR DT .

2. The East Germans are now demanding 21.5 miilion
marks (about $5,375,000) for 1967 prisoner releascs’
instead. of the carlier sum of 16.5 million marks (about

54,125,000). The extra moiey will be paid, but the East
Germans will be told that :he extra five million marks Tui‘
will be credited to the faiily reunion account. e
(Headquarters Comment: It is not clear whether the DM 5 . N
mIllion would be .crcdited :o the 1967 or 1968 account., - S
Threce other sources report:d in CS»311/10631-67,.TDCSDB- . B ¢ ;
§315/00417—68 and CSDB-312700445-68 that contrary to previous -, : '
prac‘ice the West Germand lelivered goods to East Germany =~ - .
in the full amount of DM 2),600,000 ($7,400,000) (DM 16 Wt
million for prisoner ransoms and DM 13,600,000'for L, N
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settlement of family reunion cases) after the prisoners
were released but before the family reunions were completed.
According to TDCSDB-315/00417-68, only 200 of more than
1,000 covered by the 1967 family reunion agreement had been
*permitted to leave Eas: Germany as of 31 January 1968 »nd
T ‘the East Germans refused to permit the others. to leave.
“""until Felfe was relecsed; the East Germans reportedly even
offercd to give West Germans a refund. According to CSDB-
312/00445-68, however, as of § February, persons covered by
the ‘1967 agreement were still arriving in West Germany but
progress toward settlement of all these cases was very slow.
No specific reporting has been received on the current status
of settlement of the family reunion cases covered by the
1967 agreement.) . :

3. Voelckers said that a meeting took place in East
Berlin on 6 April to discuss family reunion cases. The
participants were the West Berlin lawyer Juergen Stange,and .
the East Berlin lawyers Wolfgang Vogel and Windisch, who :
was described as a '"rigl t-hand man" of East German
Attorney-General Josef Streit. (lHeadquarters Commoent:

State Attorney Gernot Windisch was reported on previous
occasions to be invoived in proceedings for- obtaining

the release of persons held in East German prisons.)

The discussions were conducted in an extremely tense, a
almost poisonous atmosphere. Windisch was particularly ‘.
surly. This led gradually to open clashes: between
‘Windisch and Stange. Stange commented that apparently
Windisch was adopting this attitude on orders firom his
superiors. A letter Stange received on 8 April from
Vogel,xhowever,'hlleged that this was not the case.

. 4. As things now steond, negotiatibns on family reunion
cases will not be resum.d.until therec has been a binding
written agreement from the -West Germans that the case of

e

- the convicted Soviet spy Heinz Felfe will be settled bn - ' e

L:terms acceptable to East Berlin.' Felfe's actual releaso
can be accomplished at some later date, but the West German

.. assurances must be received soon. (Headquarters Comment:

t This same source reported ia TDCSDB- 0l108l1-68 that
according to All-German Affaiirs Ministry official Hermann: °
‘Kreutzer, as of 8 March ‘thes¢ was a great improvement. in .
the atmosphere surround: ng the prisonnr ransom riegotiations,.

Vogel wias reported to-have stated that the Felfe.case. no . - .

longer 'took precedence cver all .other matters and that it .
was not necessary to have the Felfe case settled before

the prisoner Felease and family reunion negotiations for i T it

~:.., 1968 could be opened.) _In addition_to Felfe,.East Borlin'i_. >
has. expressed interestitlso in other iandividuals in West
. Berlin Pr_i_sons..' R i — o8
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5. Voelckers sald that everything possible must now be
'don; to ggtcihe West German intelligence service (BND) to
give a "green light™ for the release of Felfe. .ﬁpproaches
through several different channcls will be made' to the new
president of the BND, General Wessel, on this supject.
(lleadquarters Comment: There is nothing i? previous
rcporting to indicate that the recommendation of the BND .
regarding the release of prominent prisoners has been decisivg, o

-

since such decisions are made at the highest political 1}

level.) Voelckers took the »osition that Felfe's relcase

should no longer involve a sccurity risk since another

former BND member, Clemens, who was.sentenced along with '
Felfe and who had Tonstant closo contact with Felfe, has -
alrcady been released in exchange for Heinz Volker.. '
Voelckers said that on Felfe's release hung not only the

resumption of family reunion negotiations but also tho

chance to free the thrce West German students "in prison C

in the Soviet Union and a latYge number of BND agents pre-

sently in . prison dn the East. (Headquarters Comment:

Another: source.repovted in TDCSDB=3T5/00874=67 that as  ~

of 13 March 1967 the Soviets had expressed an interest

in Felfe's treatment during his imprisonment and, .in this

‘context, indicated avwillingness to discuss the release )
of two West German students, Walter Naumann and Peter ;
Sonntag, who have been in a {oviet prison on charges of i [ ‘
espionage since late 1961.) According to what Vogel

has said to Stange, the intejest in Felfe lies not so
much in East Berlin as in Mo: cow where, according to
Vogel, Felfe is wanted to "wiite his memoirs", Less
urgent family rcunion cases 111l be accepted by Voelckers'
office until the end of Apri:, and efforts will be made to

reach some settlement of these cases in Berlin apart from
the other negotiations.

G. On. 1 April, ﬁermann Kisutzer, chief of section-II; ST
Basic Political Questions, of the Ministry for All-German
Aifairs, sald that All-Germai Affairs

Wehner is 'in principle prepaied to go
case and feels that future agreements
prisoner rg¢leases and family reunions
. to be blocked by this case.. Xreutzer
to this effect have already .Leen sent
Justice. .
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'should not ‘be allowed

(Headquarters Comment: Reports.from this source -
‘and othei's leave the impression that responsible .West - . °
4+ Gérmap officials arxe seriously considering the release ‘of

Felfe 'and probably will et him .free.- ' SRS
" reporting are TDCSDB-315/01047-68 and CSDB-312/00480-68.) " . i~%»
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